"Sacred Knowledge and Lands"
In the St'at'imc Traditional Territory where I was born and raised and continue to live to this day, I was never taught by my Elders that any specific area of our Traditional Territory was classified as a Protected Area. I was taught that all lands and every living form of life is sacred for the well being of all peoples, living on the great mother earth; that all life forms are connected and that we need to live together in harmony to ensure that every generation has the capacity to live healthy lives. When this sacred trust is disrupted, we then create what today is referred to as Protected Areas. This statement is by no means a criticism of the hard work members of this assembly have been able to accomplish, with respect to successfully protecting approximately 10 % of lands and living species within country designated protected areas. Instead, I encourage members of this assembly to continue to try and change our situation around the world so that we do not lose it all. As told by my Elders, to lose all life we will be successful at ending our own. 

Since the advent of the Industrial Revolution there has been a shift away from the principles that all life is sacred. This has resulted in the need for protected areas which allow Industrial Nation States to carry on economic activities within the rest of their boundaries. This shift in principles has alienated Indigenous Peoples from their respective Traditional Territories, forcing them to adopt the Protected Land Concepts.

Excerpt from the speech by Chief Mike Leach of the St'at'imc Nation at the

2003 IUCN World Park Congress

